
Roles for State Title V Programs in Building Systems of Care for Children and Youth with Autism 

Spectrum Disorder and Other Developmental Disabilities: Lessons Learned 

 

 

Maria Nardella, MA, RD, CD 

Manager 

CSHCN Program, Washington State Department of Health 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diana Autin, JD 

Executive Co-Director 

Statewide Parent Advocacy Network 

 

Diana Autin is Executive Co-Director of the Statewide Parent Advocacy 

Network (SPAN), NJ's Parent Training and Information Center; Family-to-

Family Health Information Resource Center; Family Voices and Federation 

of Families for Children's Mental Health chapters; and Statewide Parent to 

Parent program. Autin is a National Field Co-Coordinator for Family Voices, 

an organization that speaks on behalf of children with special healthcare 

needs. She is a member of the National Center for Cultural Competence 

Workgroup on Assessing Cultural and Linguistic Competency in Family Organizations and the 

Technical Assistance Partnership for Child and Family Mental Health Consultant Pool, and serves as 

a Senior Consultant for the National Center for Cultural Competence. SPAN has been recognized by 

the NJ Department of Health and Senior Services for its success in reducing health disparities. Autin 

is a parent of youth/young adults with special healthcare needs. 
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Amy Whitehead is the Statewide Coordinator for the Wisconsin Children and 

Youth with Special Health Care Needs Program supporting the Department of 

Health Services, as an outreach specialist with the University of Wisconsin 

Madison's University Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities at the 

Waisman Center. She was the project coordinator for the Wisconsin CAAI Statewide 

implementation grant from 2008-2011. She has over 25 years of experience working within 



programs to improve the system of supports for families. Inspired by her son's life, Amy has 

devoted her professional career to promoting the full inclusion of family perspective as integral to 

all program development. Amy is active in the University of Wisconsin Health's patient and family 

centered care initiative. She is an AMCHP Family Delegate and chairs the Family Youth Leadership 

Committee. 

 

 


